Monson Cemetery Commission

Thursday, January 3, 2013
The monthly meeting of the Cemetery Commission opened at 6:15pm in the office at 32 Wilbraham Road. Commissioners present were: Jim Duggan, Jim Metzger, George C. and Kyle DeMaio Superintendent.
OLD BUSINESS: 

Minutes of the 12/6/12 meeting were accepted as written.

Budget requests have been submitted to Debi.

Truck out to bid in early January for at least three weeks.


Leslie from CPC has not heard back as of yet.
NEW BUSINESS:

Hub would like Dan plow when needed – we pay his daily salary and Hub would pay his overtime – priority if we have funerals or if Kyle is out sick or day off. OK with Commission as we want to cooperate with other departments.

Letter was drafted and approved by commission and will be sent out to Funeral Directors out lining Saturday burials with new guidelines and extra costs that will be charged. Sent out to local funeral homes that we usually see.



Meeting was adjourned at 6:45pm
Next meeting is Thursday February 7, 2013, at 6pm.
Respectfully Submitted
James Duggan, Chairman/Clerk
Cemetery Commission excused Kyle from the meeting and proceeded to open an executive session at 6:46pm. Topic of this meeting was commissioner George Courtermache was not happy with the way the wall project went out and proceeded. He aired his issues regarding the contractor, the bid process and the way it preceded. Jim explained that everything was by the book as far as bidding, selection of contractor, payment of same, and communication of process etc… Jim also proceeded to air his concerns as to the conduct of George as a commissioner, lack of attendance at meetings and being an active member of this elected board. Meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm
Monson Cemetery Commission
February 2013 – no meeting
March 2013 – no meeting
April 2013 – no meeting

May 2, 2013


The monthly meeting of the Cemetery Commission opened up at 6:10pm at the office at 32 Wilbraham Road with George Courtermache, Jim Duggan, and Kyle DeMaio Superintendent in attendance.

New Business:

Truck went out to bid and order placed on Procurement guidelines. Truck should be delivered sometime in late summer or early fall.


Budget submitted is level funded except for salary increases based on union and Kyle’s salary. Will be voted on at Town meeting.


CPA application for next round – Kyle will find out timeline and get forms.

Meeting adjourned at: 6:55pm

Next meeting is June 2013.

June 2013 – no meeting

July 2013 – meeting cancelled

August 1, 2013

The monthly meeting of the Cemetery Commission opened at 6:05pm at the offices at 32 Wilbraham Road with Chris Depace (new member), Jim Duggan and Kyle DeMaio Superintendent present.

New Business:


First order with new member is election of board. Chris nominated Jim Duggan as Chairman and Clerk and Jim nominated Chris as Vice Chairman, both passed by 2 -0 vote. Other member of board not present.


Mayhill cemetery entrance is in need of repairs on the pillars that are there they are rotting away. Kyle will construct new ones to replace them and at other cemeteries if needed. 


Kyle will look into having Comcast put cable in so he can have an active computer that can be hooked or tied with the one in Selectmen’s offices that have all our records on (with our software we purchased). This is so he can add and update information as well as have current information on hand when meeting with prospective people who are looking to purchase lots or locate someone.


Paranormal Ghost Hunters Inc. Diana Minto and Donna Pendleton investigate old stories – ghosts – paranormal. They would like to go into some of our cemeteries. Left it up to Kyle to allow but need some assurances on safety and protection against damage.

Old Business:


New truck is on order but it is being made with a new 2014 engine and will take longer than expected to finish. Our old very tired truck needs repairs to operate and be safe for our workers, which will be costly. Gretchen told Kyle that if repairs are needed to keep truck operational until new one is delivered then we can ask for a transfer from the reserve fund to cover the costs.

Meeting adjourned at 6:50pm

September 5, 2013


The monthly meeting at the offices at 32 Wilbraham Road did not open as there was only one member in attendance. Jim Duggan had an emergency come up and Chris Depace was the only one in attendance.

October 3, 2013

The monthly meeting of the Cemetery Commission at 32 Wilbraham Road opened at 6:08pm with members Chris Depace and Jim Duggan along with Kyle DeMaio Superintendent present.

Old Business:


Truck repair costs on old truck put us $280.00 or so in the red. Kyle will check on if costs of repairs will be covered from reserve account and have our account line item put back to where it was before all repairs drained it. 


Kyle was told by Gretchen that putting cable up here and hooking up to internet would be too costly and if this happened then we would lose Gaylin all together. We decided to forgo our requests and keep things the same.

New Business:


Discussed having an energy audit done on building to see where we can save money and improve our building to make it more energy efficient.

Discussed updating the office area with fresh paint, carpets etc… hasn’t been done in long time.


Deb Avery – Monson Garden Club came in to propose putting in some gardens/flowers in the area where the Civil War Monument is across the library. They would fund it, plant it and maintain it like many other places in town. We would have to check with the Historic Commission on this as they are in control of area.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm

November 2013 – no meeting, no quorum

December 2013 – no meeting, no quorum

Respectfully submitted,

James Duggan, Chairman/Clerk

